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Program Plan-O-Rama Bike-B-Q 
Extravaganza
by George Berlin 
photos by Jason Feinberg

This year’s program planning barbecue added a few new 
twists. Most of them before the barbecue along the beau-
tifully winding bike trail through the Skokie Northshore 
Sculpture Park on an almost perfect summer night.

The bike sculpture tour got off to a great start… once it 
got started, that is. Our own Stephen Starr punctured his 
tire valve before we even got out of the parking lot, but 
returned from his house a few blocks away with another 
bike before we’d gotten too far along.

Over a dozen C3 members stopped at eight different 
sculptures along the trail, with a few insights into the art-
ist’s intentions which led to some lively discussion. The 
pieces ranged from the brute, boat-like forms of Mike Baur’s 

“Lost Route” to the elegant curves of Larry 
Paul King’s “Strike II” to fun pieces like Rob 
Lorenson’s fabulous and aptly named “Apple 
Rocket” or Jim Buonaccorsi’s humorous com-
mentary on war—a pair of toy tanks fitted 
with farming attachments entitled “Plowing 
and Planting in Bosnia.” It was a leisurely ride 
with as much looking as there was riding.

The group favorite was “Katia” by Curt 
Brill (at left). This larger than life figure was 
modeled in clay and then cast into bronze, 
retaining the sense of malleability from its 

earthy origins. Everyone agreed it felt like you could walk 
up and just squish it between your fingers. Brill, according 
to the park’s website (www.sculpturepark.org) is interested 
in movement, humor, and serenity. His work with the physi-
cally and mentally challenged causes him to search for the 
“hidden human spirit” in his work.

In this issue 

If you’ve never been to this trail, it’s a great place to ride 
and an even BETTER place to get off the bike and enjoy 
almost 70 amazing sculptures, whether you use the self-
guided tour on their website or join one of the guided 
docent-led tours offered.

Next stop was at the home of the gastronomically gifted 
Karen Woodbury for Polynesian themed barbeque on the 
porch and mighty fine lemonade and libations in her fully-
stocked garage/bike parking lot/bar for the night. Karen’s 
dabbling in the ways of Seitan seem to have paid off, as 
there wasn’t an unhappy belly in the group between that, 
the succulent pork, Asian noodles, and delicious pineapple 
upside-down cake.

And then on to programming ideas! All in attendance 
agreed that it’s been an exciting year for programs and that 
it’s only going to get better with our newly focused mission 
of enriching, educating, and inspiring creativity. Tops on 
the list from last year were the creativity panels and busi-
ness gurus who gave us their wisdom, so there’s sure to be 
more of that this coming year, as well as some new takes on 
creativity, muses, and “getting out of a rut.”

We all agreed that more experiential programs would  
be great, too—things like a studio tour with a working fine 
artist, a hands-on stop-motion animation workshop for 
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president’s 
letter

by Michael  
Tanimura

Usually summers are quiet times for  
the organization. But I already have a lot to write 
about for my “What Chicago Creative Coalition Did Over  
the Summer” essay.

Chicago Creative Coalition enriches, educates and inspires 
creative lives. We provide the framework for creative 
collaboration through insightful, educational programming 
and unique opportunities for networking and creative 
expression.

That’s our new Mission Statement, crafted by the Board in 
early July following our spring strategic planning retreat. It’s 
broader in sentiment and scope than our previous mission, 
but grew organically out of our collective experiences with 
this organization since it’s rebirth from Women in Design in 
the summer of 1999. So we are officially operating as C3 v2.0, 
and I must say, we’re starting with a bang.

At the end of July, the 50 photographs selected by the 
judges from C3’s first-ever juried photo exhibition, PhotoArt 
Fest, were on display at JeffFest, the Jefferson Park neighbor-
hood’s annual festival of art and music. We were an unequiv-
ocal hit. At top is me haranguing Congressman Mike Quigley, 
who stopped by (one of seven events he went to that day!) to 
cast his vote for Fan Favorite. 

Let me take this moment to say I am no fan of voting on 
art, nor am I a supporter or watcher of any television show 
where the audience gets to be involved. While Jeff Fest did 
not change my mind, it did allow me to see a wider view. By 
giving every man, woman and child (we could talk into it) 
a ballot to vote for their one favorite photo, it changed the 
way they approached the artwork. People studied each print. 
They went around multiple times to check and re-check what 
they liked. Families—in the middle of a summer fun fest, 
with live bands playing, beer on tap and food galore, activi-
ties for the little-uns at every turn—were discussing art! I 
got engaged in talking about the photos with festival goers 
(literally) from age 4 to 84! As highbrow as I might like my art 
to be, this fun-filled community gathering saw as much dis-
course as some graduate seminars. Okay, so maybe the level 
of disquisition was a bit lower, but the sentiments were truer. 
Jill Arena, an artist herself and wife of 45th Ward Alderman 

John Arena (himself an ex-C3 member—that’s him look-
ing snappy down below), emailed us afterwards that many 
people approached her and said the photo show was the 
highlight of JeffFest for them.

Whew! Right there we started meeting some of our new 
goals, such as collaborating with other types of organizations, 
becoming more visible in the wider community, and getting 
on politicos’ radar. Plus families discussing art! (I get giddy just 
recalling it.)

As I write this in early August, we will be hanging the 
PhotoArt Fest award winners, along with work from some 
C3 members, in Alderman Arena’s office through the end of 
the month. We follow that by hanging member artwork in 
the Fringe Festival box office for a week, then we’re invited 
to show as a group at this year’s Coyote in Wicker Park at 
the end of September, and then we’re going to be part of 
Chicago Artist Month at the beginning of October!

And I’ve skipped over the Program Plan-O-Rama Bike-
B-Q Extravaganza (covered elsewhere in this issue), featuring 
biking, art and great food, three out of four of new Program 
Director George Berlin’s favorite things.

We are taking some of the Bold Steps we outlined at the 
retreat, and right now, it seems like we have tremendous 
momentum. 

We’re not neglecting our day-jobs, “real lives”, professions 
or whatever you want to call it; this is a continuation of the 
mutual investigation we started a few years ago, when we 
began to ask questions about creativity and the seeming 
duality of most of our lives. For Chicago Artist Month, we are 
going to further explore “Creativity as Identity” with a panel 
of C3ers showing all dimensions of their creative endeavors, 
with the general public invited for free.

We enrich, educate and inspire creative lives.

That’s our tagline for C3 v2.0. And I think I finally have an 
answer for what I’d like to do when I grow up.
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The C3 Mission 
Chicago Creative 
Coalition enriches, 
educates and 
inspires creative 

lives. We provide the framework 
for creative collaboration 
through insightful, educational 
programming and unique 
opportunities for networking 
and creative expression.

2013–14 Board  
of Directors 
President Michael Tanimura

Vice President Steve Starr 

Secretary Karen Woodbury

Treasurer Carolyn Aronson

Programs George Berlin, Stan Kotecki 

Membership Michael Tanimura

Newsletter  Cindy McEwen,  

Brent Brotine

Communications Cindy McEwen

Internet Jason Feinberg

Social Media David Tanimura

Marketing and PR Brent Brotine

Special Events T. J. Hine

C3 Board meetings are open to all. They’re 

held the first Tuesday of the month from 

September–May at 6 pm. Join us. 

C3 Newsletter
Print and Mail Services Marilyn Jones,  

Consolidated Printing

Newsletter Staff  Brent Brotine,  

Cindy McEwen, Gerta Sorensen

We welcome editorial submissions 

(including opinion pieces) that may 

be of interest to our readers. Send 

your articles or ideas to Brent Brotine 

at Chicago Creative Coalition, P.O. 

Box 578477, Chicago, IL 60657-8477 

or e-mail them to him at brent@

brotine.com. Please note that we 

reserve the right to edit or reject any 

articles submitted to C3. Note that this 

newsletter does not return unsolicited 

materials. The views and opinions 

expressed in this newsletter are those 

of the author(s), not those of Chicago 

Creative Coalition.

Chicago Creative Coalition
P.O. Box 578477

Chicago, Illinois 60657-8477

e-mail: C3@ChicagoCreative.org

© 2013 Chicago Creative Coalition
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by Cindy McEwen and Brent Brotine 
photos by Mike Tanimura

Our 2013 Annual Meeting put the 
“M”phasis on involvement, as our group 
discussion focused on what brought 
everyone present to C3 and what they 
would like to see from C3 and our 
members in 2014. Twenty-three people 
attended the event on June 24, held at 
the Chicago Mosaic School.

After a wonderful Mediterranean-style dinner, the new Board of Directors was nomi-
nated and approved. We also introduced our new Mission Statement that gives C3 a 
broader goal than simply networking (read it in Mike’s previous President’s Letter); one 
result of our strategic planning retreat in Spring.

Lastly we presented the 2013 Friend of C3 award to Cindy McEwen, who was com-
pletely surprised, especially when it’s usually her job to get the physical award and 
bring it to the meeting. Cindy credits it to her CRS (Can’t Remember Sh**) syndrome.

Once the meeting adjourned, we progressed to the studio area for mosaic instruction 
from Martha Crandall and Vivian Visser. We split into 
two groups; each person was given a ceramic tile and 
a spatula, glass nipper, and scorer for tools. We were 
shown how to use the tools to cut pieces of glass 
to the shapes we needed, and then we were off to 
create our designs.

Since we couldn’t wait for overnight drying, we used a premix thinset adhesive to 
attach the glass pieces to the tile. This meant everybody could finish in time—and for 
that matter had a great time—and you can see the results.

Our thanks to both instructors, plus C3 member Laura Marie Sanchez who is also a 
Chicago Mosaic School member and helped with the instruction. The School is not-for-
profit and operates a gallery, classroom studio, rock shop, and of course all kinds of glass 
pieces. Visit them at 1806 W. Cuyler, on online at www.chicagomosaicschool.com.

Mission, Mosaics and McEwen From the Board

2013 A N N UA L  M E E T I N G

by Karen Woodbury

While traditionally the Chicago Creative 
Coalition takes a break from programming and 
events during the summer months, your Board 
of Directors has been working tirelessly through 
July & August to set the wheels in motion and 
continue to gain momentum for a fabulous 
2013/2014 season! Not only did your board 
bring you the first of its kind PhotoArtFest in 
conjunction with the 45th Ward and JeffFest 
this summer, but we’ve also been instrumental 
in bringing together exhibition opportunities 
for the fall including participation in this year’s 
Fringe Fest.

Kicking off this busy summer was the annual 
meeting in June wherein you, C3 members, not 
only broke a lot of glass (making mosaics), and 
broke a little bread  (thanks to all who brought a 
dish to share!) you also elected your new board 
slate for the upcoming year.

Thank you to all members who attended 
and took an active role in the governance and 
future of the Chicago Creative Coalition. If 
you’re hoping to get more involved, we want 
you! Please volunteer to lend a hand at events 
– and don’t forget to highlight your unique cre-
dentials in our online directory. Count on your 
board to bring you great programming, events 
and opportunities this coming year, and make 
the most of it!
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Phantastic Turnout, Phabulous  
Reviews At The C3 PhotoArt Fest
by Cindy McEwen 
photos Stan Kotecki

It was a record-breaking cool weekend for 
late July with high temperatures in the 60s, 
but the Chicago Creative Coalition PhotoArt 
show booth at the Jeff Fest Art and Music 
Festival was hot, hot, hot all weekend! Fifty 
juried photos, from over 200 entries, were 
on display and viewed by thousands of 
attendees of the annual Jefferson Memorial 
Park summer festival. 

Everyone enjoyed the food, music, kids 
activities, merchant tents and entertain-
ment that are staples of Jeff Fest. But since 
the C3 PhotoArt Fest was new this year,  
we were the highlight of the “art” aspect  
of the festival. 

Photographers, friends and family 
waited anxiously Saturday evening for 
the main juried awards to be announced 
from the Main Stage. When ribbons were 
posted and checks were distributed, sev-
eral Chicago area photographers were all 
smiles. The winners were:

First Place $500 
Spring at the Baha’i Temple by Don Ritt

Second Place $250 
Horse Trainer by Matthew Bowie

Third Place $200 
Fleeting Glance by Kim Stines

Honorable Mention $50 
Dancer by Matthew Bowie 
Roots Rock by Nancy Strahinic 
Candle Light Dance by Kim Stines

Open voting for the People’s Choice 
award was so successful on Saturday that 
it was extended through Sunday evening. 
Working C3ers noticed that when attend-
ees were asked to vote for their favorite, 
there was a marked increase in conversa-
tion about the photos and a more concen-
trated effort at actually looking at the prints 
rather than just a casual passers-by glance. 
To increase the visibility of art and artists is 
in keeping with the C3 mission. 

In total, over 1,100 people voted for 
their favorite photo. Doug Haight’s Soccer 

in the Rain, #1 Havana won the People’s 
Choice award, with $50 going to the artist. 

Viewing and awards were not the only 
thing going on at the PhotoArts show. 
Selling was happening, too. Extra kudos to 
the artists that sold their art:

The Perfect Crime by Don Ritt
Blue Chairs Table by David Dumo
Fleeting Glance by Kim Stines
Horse Trainer & Fields Bridget  

by Matthew Bowie
Roots Rock by Nancy Strahinic
Skyline by Shawn Casselberry

First Place: Don Ritt

Honorable Mention: Nancy Strahinic 
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One step ahead  
for over 35 years 

Quality printing with no cost to the environment. 

Consolidated Printing has combined 
exceptional print quality with an 

insatiable commitment to environmental 
sustainability since it was founded 
in 1973. With full-service printing 

capabilities, state-of-the-art technology 
and a holistic system of unique green printing 

practices, Consolidated not only delivers beautiful, 
vivid materials, but environmental peace of mind.

Consolidated’s sustainability practices include
 • eliminating petroleum, toxins and carcinogens
 • generating no hazardous waste water
 •  reusing or recycling 100% of their paper waste, 

inks, toners and ink sludge
 •  receiving 100% of their paper via sustainably 

harvested forests
 • using alcohol-free fountain solutions
 • reducing energy consumption by over 30%.

For an eco-friendly quote, call 773.631.2800 or visit consolidatedprinting.net.

photos by Mike Tanimura

During August we had a hanging display  
of art from PhotoArt Fest winners, judges and 
C3 members in Alderman John Arena’s office, 
including an opening reception on August 
22nd. The contributors included:

C3
Carolyn Aronson
George Berlin
T. J. Hine
Joey Korom
Stan Kotecki
Laura Marie Sanchez
Mike Tanimura
David Tanimura
Bob Tolchin (Judge)
Mary Wagner

So in spite of the chilly weather, the Chicago 
Creative Coalition PhotoArt Fest was a 
resounding success. We’ve had numerous 
compliments on the show and inquiries as 
to whether we plan on doing it again next 
year. So I guess that’s for discussion at the 
next board meeting. 

All winners were displayed at the gallery 
at the offices of 45th Ward Alderman John 
Arena, former C3 member, for the month of 
August, along with promotion for C3 (see 
page 5 for list). Thanks to the C3 members 
who organized and tended the show and 
a special thanks to John Arena and the Jeff 
Fest organizers to make this show possible.

Ward 45 Exhibition

Judges
Heather Aitkin

PhotoArt Fest  
winners
Matthew Bowie
Doug Haight
Don Ritt
Kim Stines
Nancy Strahinic

Bike-B-Q  Continued from page 1

designers, taking a fresh look at another 
gallery walk this fall, and maybe even a 
long-exposure night photography outing 
or a tour of the Chicago Public Library’s new 
“Maker Lab” of 3D printers and laser cut-
ters open to the public. We’ll keep you all 
informed as we work on the details in the 
coming months.

We also looked toward outreach and 
connecting with other creative groups and 
arts organizations to co-host events, share 
space, and collaborate and build our mem-
bership. Please feel free to contact me  
programs@chicagocreative.org if you have 
any connections in these areas, program-
ming ideas, or if you just want to go for a 
good bike ride! Until then, happy trails.

Second Place and Honorable Mention: Matthew Bowie

Third Place and Honorable Mention: Kim Stines 
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Kaitlyn Kealyportfolio  
profile

1

1 This artwork is called Express Fashion 
Show in Chicago. I believe for this photo  
I was in the right place at the right time.  
That’s because it took place downtown on a 
very nice summer day. 

2 Next photo is called Sunset. This was  
taken about a few years ago, while I was  
back at school with one of my good friends.  
We were out exploring at a local nature  
preserve in Dubuque called Mines of Spain. 
We decided to pull the car over because the 
sun was setting and the sky was filled with 
amazing colors.  

3 Another love I have is drawing, especially 
with pen. This next piece is titled Red Heart. 

4 This final piece of artwork is another pen 
drawing entitled Reaching Out for One’s Self.  
I mainly did this artwork for my own 
enjoyment of drawing and I’m really glad I did. 

Kaitlyn Kealy
773.480.3789
k.keelyphotography@ 
gmail.com

2

3

4
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member 
news

1 Barbara Counterman 
and her husband, Tony, took a 
fun-filled trip to France in May. 
Stops included Paris, Lyon, 
Chamonix, Provence and this 
romantic lakefront stroll in the 
quaint town of Annecy in the 
Rhône-Alpes region of France. 
Highlights included: French 
bread, Roman ruins, lavender 
fields, chocolate croissants, 
alpine views, medieval towns, 
the Metro, the Pont du Gard 
and, always, more bread. She 
tried out her French but real-
ized the language skills were  
a little rusty when someone 
said “Merci” and she replied,  
“Je suis de rien.”

2 Mike Tanimura and wife 
Laurie went to visit an old  
college friend and her family 
in Fairbanks, Alaska. They had 
a great time in what Mike says 
is “decidedly another place, it 
ain’t Chicago and I wouldn’t last 
a month out there.“ They also 
went to Denali National Park, 
and got a miraculously clear 
view of Mt. McKinley.

3 Carolyn Aronson went to  
a wedding in New York, and 
was surprised with how hilly 
and rocky Central Park is.

4 Nate Marks has published 
his 100th Major Senseless 
comic online via Hare Bawls. 
Followers of the spell-binding, 
action packed adventures of 
the bunnies of Siloportem 
may have noticed that the 
super-heroes have had trouble 

keeping their titles. But it’s 
okay, because they are only 
two-dimensional characters 
turned into digital for your 
amusement and scoff. If you are 
brave enough, check out the 
series at www.harebawls. 
wordpress.com.

Joey Korom has now published 
his fourth book. Skyscraper 
Facades of the Gilded Age, pub-
lished by McFarland Publishers, 
is now available from many 
bookstores and online sellers. 

Marilyn Jones proudly 
announces that Consolidated 
Printing was a big winner at the 
Great Lakes Graphics Awards. 
An Illinois Affordable Housing 
Brochure took first place 
for Environmentally Sound 
Materials, and Doll House Kits 
too first place for Specialty 
Printing. A 4-or-more color 
booklet for Loyola University 
took second place, and third 
place Awards of Excellence went 
to a 2013 Fair Trade Calendar, 
TEDx Windy City Program, Soft 
Cover Book Reverse Effect, 
Obama Election Night Security 
Tickets, and Green Nature 
Marketing Folders.

In addition, Marilyn repre-
sented Consolidated Printing 
on a panel at the Green Festival 
at Navy Pier on May 18.

Lila Stromer and her husband, 
Joe, have moved to New York 
City. She will miss Chicago 
Creative Coalition people a lot, 
is tremendously grateful and 

appreciative for people pushing 
her forward, and invites C3ers 
visiting New York to stay with 
them! Her new address is:

35-15 75th Street
Apartment 402
Jackson Heights, NY 11372
info@lilastromerphotos.com
Cell: 773.368.3959

New C3 Member

Kaitlyn Keely
(Kathleen Kearns’ daughter, FYI)
773.480.3789
k.keelyphotography@gmail.com

Heather Aiken
Beat Studios
312.513.1000
heather@beatstudios.com

1
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Company SER Central States

Occupation Mentor

Current Project Music Visuals 

Dream Client Overbrook 
Entertainment

Family/Kids/Pets 2 Brothers 
and 2 sisters

Hobbies/Interests Reading, 
Writing, Dancing, Watching 
Movies, Eating, and New 
Experiences

Three Words that Best  
Describe Me Positivity Made 
Flesh!

Gadget I Can’t Live Without  
Cell phone

Favorite Movies Vanilla Sky, The 
Fifth Element, Love Come Down

Favorite CDs/Recording 
Artists Fiona Apple, Teedra 
Moses, Eric Roberson

Book I’m Reading Right 
Now Chronicles of Narnia

Favorite Web Site  
www.dariohill.wordpress.com 

P.O. Box 578477 • Chicago, IL 60657-8477

C3 Talks with Dywaine Betts, Jr.
creative’s 

corner

My Fantasy Is To take a trip 
around the world and be known 
for my work

Prized Possession My box of 
mementos 

My Inspiration Comes From  
Making sure ALL types of beauty 
is captured

Favorite Restaurant Mity Nice 

How to join C3
The easiest access to a C3 membership 
application is through our website: 
www.chicagocreative.org/join-c3/.  Pay 

online through PayPal or contact membership@
chicagocreative.org for a membership application 
to fill out and mail with a check to: Chicago 
Creative Coalition, P.O. Box 578477, Chicago, IL 
60657-8477, Attn: Membership Director.

E-mail questions to: C3@ChicagoCreative.org 
or to the Membership Director: membership@
chicagocreative.org 

Like what you see?
Ink Printed digitally on Xerox 700.

Paper This newsletter is printed on Mohawk 
Options 80# text, 100% PC white. A 100% PCW 
paper with an exclusive Inxwell process to give 
the color of ink more pop without having to print 
on a coated paper.

Process The digital press uses waste-free toner 
and no fuser oil. The process is 100% chemical 
free—printed courtesy of Consolidated Printing.  
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Don’t miss out!
If you haven’t renewed your 

membership yet, please go to  

www.chicagocreative.org/join-c3/ 

and do so as soon as possible.  

You can pay with any major credit 

card, and you don’t have to be a 

member of PayPal to do so. Don’t 

miss out on any of the great  

events we have planned  
for this year! 

Favorite Food Seafood and 
pizza

Favorite TV Show Chopped

Favorite Radio Station(s)/Air 
Personalities Tom Joyner

Places I’ve Traveled England, 
Las Vegas, Seattle, Los Angeles, 
Orlando, Atlanta, San Antonio, 
Dallas, 

If I Won the Lottery, I’d Pay 
off student loans, buy a few 
businesses, and then help close 
family and friends 

Three Things in my Medicine 
Cabinet Toothbrush, deodorant, 
and hair trimmer

Favorite Way to Chill Out  
Watching a movie 


