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An Evening at Club Q
by Brent Brotine
photos T. J. Hine
The summer breeze welcomed C3 members sitting by
the pool. Tropical rhythms were the just-right musical
accompaniment to good conversation. Colorful twinkling
lights set the festive mood. George Berlin got the water
games started with a giant beach ball. Ribs, chicken and
carne asada sizzled on the charcoal grill. All that was
missing… were our passports. It wasn’t Old San Juan, it
was Old Irving Park, specifically the wondrous backyard of
Kathy Quintanar’s house. Kathy and her family call it Club Q,
and it truly made the evening of August 11th a mini-escape
for our 16 attendees.
Thanks to the welcoming hospitality of Kathy and her
family, along with the pot luck contributions of C3ers, we
all enjoyed a tasty bounty of grilled meats and vegetables,
homemade salads, salty snacks, baked yummies, and Dove
bars to top everything off. Then with brains well fueled, we
sat in a large circle and proceeded to brainstorm on great
programs for the coming
year.
As George covers
later in this issue, we’re
thinking about some
cutting-edge topics that
will help C3 members
stay on top of the latest
wave. Some programs may be demonstrations, some may
be field trips to where the magic happens, and some may
have panels of experts come share their stories. Succeeding
in the new gig economy was on everybody’s minds, and we
all agreed to look for programs focused on practical tools
for building our businesses.
Again this coming year, we’re also exploring outreach to

other creative groups where we can share ideas and build
our respective memberships. If you weren’t able to attend
but have thoughts on future programs you’d like to see,
George and Kathleen are all ears.
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president’s
letter
by Kathleen Kearns

Values, Benefits And You
I am incredibly excited to officially begin my first term as President
of Chicago Creative Coalition, taking over the leadership reigns of
our amazing outgoing President Stephen Starr.
What seems like a lifetime ago, I had served as the Membership
Director for Women in Design and then for C3 until Mike Tanimura
took over the position. Two years ago when Stephen approached
me at an event and asked me to consider rejoining the board, there
were two positions open, Public Relations and Vice President.
So I consulted my business coach. She offered that in order to
get the most out of the experience it must be aligned with my
values and principles, and there must be some benefit for my
choice. She also questioned whether I was willing to act on my
values, and which of the two positions offered the most challenge
and opportunity for personal growth. I weighed it all out and made
my decision.
What do I value? I value making a difference in life and living
with integrity. I value living with a growth mindset, improving my
skills and knowledge as a designer, business owner, and leader.
I value being curious and taking risks. I value collaboration and
engaging with others. I value creativity and beauty.
What are the benefits? Learning new leadership and technical
skills. Opportunities to influence people to live creative lives,
because I believe those with the ability to “think outside of the
box” will lead the future and make special things happen. Plus
being among the people that I will serve with on this creative

The C3 Mission
Chicago Creative
Coalition enriches,
educates and inspires
creative lives.
We provide the framework
for creative collaboration
through insightful, educational
programming and unique
opportunities for networking and
creative expression.

Connect with C3 online
ChicagoCreative.org
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Board of Directors
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President Kathleen Kearns
Vice President Open
Secretary Kathy Quintanar
Treasurer Carolyn Aronson
Programs George Berlin, Linda Levy
Membership Michael Tanimura
Newsletter Cindy McEwen,
Brent Brotine
Communications Cindy McEwen
Internet Jason Feinberg
Social Media Danielle Tanimura
Marketing and PR Nate Marks
Education/Intern Coordinator Open
Special Events T. J. Hine,
Danielle Tanimura

playground—the C3 board. Each brings a diversity of thought,
talent experience and skill sets that make a great team. With them,
I have a great set of resources who provide support, knowledge,
and access to unique professional networks.
I am thrilled to be working with this incredible organization and
its extraordinary members. The C3 board is filled with enthusiastic,
passionate and playful people, and they have been working to
make the upcoming year one that is fun, engaging, inspirational
and educational. Stay tuned for upcoming events including
PhotoFest IV Gallery Show, Video Making: Hands On, Annual
Gallery Walk, Google for Small Business and more.
I encourage every member to get involved in getting the most
value from your membership. I invite you to reach out directly to
me with ideas for programs, activities or events. Make C3 your
creative playground.
I look forward to a great year.
Kathleen Kearns
k.kearns@kearnsdesign.com

We have several open positions and can
always use volunteers for programs and
special events. If you are interested in
joining the board or getting involved,
please contact Kathleen Kearns at
k.kearns@kearnsdesign.com.
C3 Board meetings are open to all.
They’re held the first Tuesday of the
month from September–May at 6 p.m.
Join us.
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FROM THE BOARD

U P CO M I N G P R O G R A M S

What’s In It for Me?

As Temperatures Drop, Our Excitement Rises

by Kathy Quintanar

by George Berlin
After an eventful summer chock full of
outdoor fun—our photo show at Jeff Fest,
a swim and BBQ potluck for our program
planning meeting, and even learning and
using some awesome new toys to shoot video
outside in September—we’re moving on into The Cold Times.
Brrrr.
Well hey, warm up with these cool things coming up for the
Chicago Creative Coalition!
Our annual holiday shenanigans are going to involve Zoo
Lights! Animals and light-up things downtown, maybe some
hot cocoa and even a bit of carolin’ (or at least Carolyn Aronson
might be there...)
Join us in December as we stick it to Old Man Winter! Who
needs warm weather anyway, right? We freelancers spend all
day inside as it is!
But once it warms up a bit, we can look ahead to programs in
2017—some stuff on work tools like Dropbox and PayPal; a little
on Augmented Reality where we blend the real world and the
virtual sort of like Pokemon Go; maybe a few “group art meets
charity” projects; perhaps a bit on crowd-funding; or even some
new inspirational and technology programs.
Did I mention YOU can help decide what we do? Email me
with amazing ideas george@georgeberlin.com.

Today, I’m not going to be the popular one for stating this… but
an organization is only as strong as its members. I can’t help but
wonder what C3 could accomplish if we had the high triple digit
membership numbers we had almost 40 years ago when we were
known as Women in Design/Chicago.
Of course, C3 is not alone in the diminishing membership
syndrome. Many organizations from the PTA, to churches,
private clubs and even the NRA, are struggling with declining
membership. Participation and engagement are the most difficult
areas for any organization to maintain.
Logic dictates that more C3 members will mean more
opportunities to connect with more creative professionals—and to
develop new ways for our members to demonstrate their creative
talents and enjoy the talents of others. So… Why not more?
What will it take for joining an organization to become en vogue
again, to encourage more creatives to sign up with C3 and more
importantly actively participate in the many fantastic programs,
events and activities your organization hosts.
If there are more creative professionals than ever, why don’t
they engage in organizations like they used to? Perhaps they’re
asking themselves: What’s in it for me? Time is precious, and why
take it away from our families, paying jobs, or other pursuits to
participate in a C3 event or program? Here is my answer—
What's in it for you? is:
•	A new unpredictable and uncontrolled moment drenched
in creativity
•	Growth and development within one’s skillset as an artist
and a path to better profits
•	A greater understanding of developed works in the creative
community
• An opportunity to practice in a supportive culture
•	Experience one’s work through the eyes of others
•	A chance to connect with a fellow artist and enjoy the
impact they may have on your life
•	A more well developed perception, a new view that expands
to keep up with change
We are told time and again networking and word of mouth
can make or break a business. Joining an organization in order to
connect with other professionals to uncover opportunities in one's
field or area of expertise just makes sense—especially as Facebook
and LinkedIn are growing stale with a continuously looping cycle
of the same old stuff.
So let's invite our peers to come out of their comfort zones
and interact with real live people again, meeting fellow creative
entrepreneurs with new and varied ideas. Growing as a professional
is perhaps the most useful skill any creative can possess.

The 606 Tour Gets 86’d
It rained all morning long on Saturday August 20th, so we had
no choice but to join the all city’s sports teams, bicycle clubs and
activity groups in issuing an event cancellation email. We are
definitely looking to reschedule, so stay tuned for take two.

Sponsorship Opportunities
C3 offers both members and non-members an opportunity to
place products and services before our membership through
two Sponsorship Programs: an Individual Program Sponsor and
an Annual Sustaining Sponsor. For more information contact
Cindy McEwen at macindy@mac.com.

Like what you see?
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AU G U S T P R O G R A M

Rainy Day Takes Top Prize
in C3’s Juried Show
by Claudia Hine
photos Kaitlyn Keely and Warren Perlstein
C3 continued its mission to enrich, educate, and inspire creative
lives at PhotoArt Fest IV, our annual juried show sponsored by
the Jefferson Park Chamber of Commerce. This year’s event was
held over a beautiful weekend, July 30–31, during Jeff Fest in
Jefferson Park.
Our photo show continues to dazzle the crowds—who come to
Jeff Fest expecting to drink beer and listen to tribute bands—but
instead find themselves studying photographs to cast their vote
for the People’s Choice award. Many report our art show is the
highlight of the festival. Take that, Led Zeppelin!
Organized by PhotoArt Fest chair T. J. Hine, this year’s jury
included photographer and C3 member Warren Perlstein, along
with photographer Trent Albert, art director Jennifer Masi,
painter Michael McNicholas, and producer Andrew Ettenhofer.
The judges awarded prizes for the following submissions:
• 1st Place–$500: Susan Clark, Rainy Day
• 2nd Place–$250: Natalie Marotta, Happiness
• 3rd Place–$200: Doug Haight, Playground
• Honorable Mention–$50: Gerald Greenwood, Help
• Honorable Mention–$50: Marina Samovsky, Home
• Honorable Mention–$50: Delia Seeberg, Wait
• People’s Choice–$100: J.P. Boustany, Chicago Architecture

J.P. Boustany, Chicago Architecture, People’s Choice winner.

PHOTOART FEST BY-THE-NUMBERS

Susan Clark, Rainy Day, 1st Place winner.

PhotoArt Fest also features a student division for grammar
school kids, who receive gift certificates for their prizes.
Here is the list of this year’s winning entries:
• 1st Place–$100: Mia Mahmud, Broken Heart
• 2nd Place–$75: Ashley Jablonski, Locks of Love
• 3rd Place–$50: Samir Mahmud, Glowing Globe
• Honorable Mention–$25: Sarah Jablonski, Blossom
From setup Friday morning to tear down Sunday evening, our
volunteers did yeoman’s work preparing the tent, transporting
and hanging the art, passing out ballots, selling photos, and
promoting C3.
Many of the submitting photographers came to see the show.
Several were amateurs who appreciated learning more about how
their work was received and how to price it for sale. A total of nine
images did sell, three of which were student work.
C3 thanks all the men, women, and children who pitched in to
make the event a success. We couldn’t have done it without you.

50 juried photographs 10 student works
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1,060 ballots cast

$250 STUDENT GIFTS

15 VOLUNTEERS 9 photos sold 5 JUDGES

All Hail Volunteers • T. J. Hine • Michael Tanimura • Kathleen Kearns • Kaitlyn Keely • Carolyn Aronson • Claudia Hine
• Warren Perlstein • Madelyn Ryan • Dave Ryan • Marina Samovsky • Luai Mahmud • Mia Mahmud • Samir Mahmud • Nate Marks
• Martin Kusumosurarso • Plus 1 random guy who helped load the van

A N N UA L M E E T I N G

C3 Annual Meeting Bounces Into Berlin!
by Nate Marks
photos Cindy McEwen and Nate Marks
This is what kids do when their cell phone
is disabled! They head for the Helium
Trampoline and Climbing Park. This year
the C3 Annual Meeting was held in New
Berlin (no not George Berlin, that would be
goofy) Wisconsin on Saturday June 25.
And, this is what the C3 Board did for
their Annual Meeting. Yes, we did actually
have an annual meeting. And yes, we did
actually elect board members for next year.
But, being a fun group, we played and ate
first. Obviously, C3 is my kind of group.
Here’s what the group participated in:
dodge ball, trampolines, rock climbing,
jousting beam, jump tower, human
hamster balls, laser maze, roller ball, minibowling and the hurricane simulator. Lot’s
of happy, sore, survivors.
Steve and Kaitlyn liked the climbing
wall, while Kathleen preferred the hamster
ball and jump tower—ask them to tell
you the whole story. “Strike After Strike”
Caroline was into bowling, as were Jason,
and Nate. George, Stephanie, and Laurie
enjoyed the trampoline. Cindy excelled
at dodge ball, Mike liked jousting, and
David the slam-dunk. Jason tackled the
hurricane simulator (60mph) and ripped up
something in his back on the slam-dunk—
please send him get well cards.
After such strenuous exercise we
needed to cool down, so we headed for
happy hour and lunch at El Beso Mexican

restaurant and cantina in Greenfield,
Wisconsin. Then, after we indulged in
margaritas and great food, we had our
annual meeting, elected officers and
headed home to Illinois.
Here’s a list of our new officers:
President Kathleen Kearns
Vice President Open (Volunteers?)
Secretary Kathy Quintanar
Treasurer Carolyn Aronson
Membership Michael Tanimura
Programs George Berlin
Communications Cindy McEwen
Newsletter Cindy McEwen, Brent
Brotine
Internet Jason Feinberg
Social Media Danielle Tanimura
Events T. J. Hine, Stan Kotecki, Danielle
Tanimura
Education/Intern Coordinator Open
(Volunteers?)
Marketing and PR Nate Marks
Thanks to outgoing President Stephen
Starr for all his hard work in guiding our
group for the past two years.

How to join C3
The easiest access to a C3 membership application is
through our website: www.chicagocreative.org/join-c3/.
Pay online through PayPal or contact membership@
chicagocreative.org for a membership application to fill out
and mail with a check to: Chicago Creative Coalition,
P.O. Box 578477, Chicago, IL 60657-8477,
Attn: Membership Director.
E-mail questions to: C3@ChicagoCreative.org or to the Membership
Director: membership@chicagocreative.org
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portfolio
profile

Laura Marie Sanchez

Laura Marie Sanchez
312.810.5202
lms23@comcast.net

1 Design and production of

2

Sales Kit for digital and print
media usage.

2 House Portrait/Illustration
of homes on Annual House Tour
for participant gifts and booklet
use.

1

3 Concept creation and
implementation, plaque design,
website and introductory
presentation materials for
neighborhood grant program.

3

4 Mosaic created for silent
auction to benefit local charity’s
100th anniversary; subject was
“Celebrating Home”.

5 Theme graphic/
presentation element & speaker
support/animation design,
production and delivery for
meeting series.

5

6 Design and creation of
animated and video panoramic
screen sets for annual meeting
and convention.
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 Design/production/edit
of video and elements for
segment sting and speaker
intro.

6
6
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member
news
2 Claudia and T. J. Hine’s
yard was featured on the Irving
Park Garden Club’s Midsummer
Garden Stroll on June 16.
Highlights were glass-on-glass
art windows by T. J. and Laura
Marie Sanchez. Attendees
enjoyed wine and cheese on
a beautiful summer evening,
while the hosts collapsed from
weeks of weeding, pruning, and
attempting to grow grass where
none had ever existed.

2 George Berlin and Marie
Kung had not one BUT TWO
amazing wedding celebration
parties, starting the day after
their mutual birthday aka ‘bothday’ on July 15th! Saturday
found the couple donning their
traditional Chinese outfits for
dinner at a restaurant in the
’burbs with Marie’s family and
friends. Sunday, they took over
Marcello’s in the city. The couple
got married in February on their
anniversary, but July is so much
warmer :-)

3 Joy Panos Stauber and her
son, Joseph, had a wonderful
trip to Greece. Along with
her father (who was born in

2
1

Greece), they visited Athens,
the island of Hydra, and the
Peloponnese peninsula. They
saw, learned, ate, and met a
lot of relatives, and enjoyed
channeling the Greek part
of their DNA for two weeks.
See more on her photo blog,
greecevisitblog.wordpress.com
and call/email her if you’re
planning a trip and would like
any info.
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4 Karen Woodbury is having
a wonderful summer filled with
retreats at The House at French
Creek! She’s brought together
women from all over the region
to paint, commune (drink
wine!), relax and hang out.
She’s also gearing up for the
Humboldt Park Tree Memorial
dedication next spring,
planning the memorial itself
and the big arts bash event.
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5 Stephen Starr of Stephen
B. Starr Design, Inc. was
awarded a 2016 Graphic Design
USA American Web Design
Award for the GKS Consulting
website (gksconsulting.com).
Graphic Design USA created
a new category for entries
called “user experience” and
gksconsulting.com was a
judged to be a worthy winner!
5

New Member
Margaret Carioti
MCarioti Graphic Design LLC
773.991.1388
mc@mcarioti.com
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Photo Richard Eastline

creative’s
corner
Company: Brent Brotine
Communications
Occupation: Freelance
Advertising Copywriter
Current Project: Direct mail
campaign for a well-known
hearing aid brand (yes, I also
write copy for mobility, security,
mortgage and life insurance
companies.) Guess I'm a young
boomer who knows how to
persuade older boomers.
Dream Client: Someone who
loves puns, wordplay and double
entendre in body copy.
Family/Kids/Pets: Better half Dr.
Barbara, son Barry (Maryam) and
grandson Jacob, son Bruce (Inna)
and grandson Max, furry children
Hershey and Nougat.
Hobbies/Interests: The New
York Times crossword every day
without fail.
Gadget I Can't Live Without:
My 17-inch MacBook Pro which
I've upgraded in every possible
way and say prayers over daily
because Apple is never going to
make another large screen laptop.

C3 Talks with Brent Brotine
Favorite Movie: Lost In America
with Albert Brooks, because
doesn't every employment
agency have a one hundred
thousand dollar job box?
I’d Give Anything to Meet:
Fellow Evanstonian Bill Leff who
I've enjoyed listening to for years
yet for some reason never run
into at local restaurants.
Prized Possession: a hand-held
digital counter from a printing

press (my father was a printer at
the old Reuben H. Donnelley)
that was a much-loved toy when
I was 5.

The One Thing Nobody Knows
About Me: Since my first car, a '65
VW Beetle, I have always owned
cars with stick shifts.

Favorite CDs/Recording Artists:
Steely Dan, Eagles, Michael
McDonald, Doobie Brothers, can
you say stuck-in-70s?

I Always Find this Funny: The
Pre-Taped Call-In Show sketch
from Mr. Show—David Cross at
his best.

Favorite Food: Salt-and-pepper
prawns WITH the heads on and
the shells on. Especially the
antennae.

Favorite Way to Chill Out: Biking
along Sheridan Road.

C3 Membership Benefits
Programs and seminars for personal and
professional development

Committee and Board appointments that build
leadership skills

For-members-only workshops that spark new
ideas and promote networking

Free member classifieds plus discounts on
newsletter display ads

Member exhibitions that generate awareness,
commissions and sales

Quarterly newsletter featuring member success
stories and event recaps

C3 website showcase that has search engine
preference and directs traffic to your own site

Mentoring opportunities such as internships and
special events

Social events and outings
that strengthen Chicago’s creative community

Private e-list where members exchange ideas and
provide assistance

Publicity opportunities through the newsletter,
website and e-list
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