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C3’s long history with art walks has 
normally focused on our fair city’s gallery 
districts — yet one of Illinois’s largest and 
most impressive public art collections has 
been there for the viewing all along in an 
often-overlooked location. It’s McCormick 
Place, the nation’s largest convention 
center — and there’s good reason why it’s 
so housed.

For many Chicago visitors here for 
conventions, McCormick Place is their 
first and last impression of the city. So 
Illinois’s Metropolitan Pier and Exhibition 
Authority — the municipal corporation 
that owns McCormick Place and Navy 
Pier — chose to commission over 120 
pieces of original artwork that showcase 
the city’s architecture and culture, and 
heighten the visitor experience.

Leading us on our tour was Scott 
Winterroth, C3 member and McCormick 
Place Marketing Manager. Scott took 
us through much of the 50+ pieces 
throughout the West Building and the 70+ 

pieces throughout the South Building, 
all contemporary works in a variety of 
media from oils and acrylics to paper and 
photography. We wore our walking shoes 
as the pieces are spread out through the 
vast corridors and throughout all the 
building levels.

Among the highlights of the West 
Building collection featuring Chicago and 
Illinois artists, are photography by Marc 
Hauser and Doug Fogelson. Oils by Robert 
McCauley and William Conger. And mixed 
media works from Herb Migdoll, Peter 
Stanfield and Bob Thall, 

In the South Building, we viewed works 
from around the world: blown glass from 
Dale Chihuly, Oils from Jose Bedia and 
Roldofo Morales. Tapestry from Helene 
Hernmarck. Mixed media from Radcliffe 
Bailey, Harri Aalto and more. Many pieces in 
the collection have soared in value over the 
years; Kerry James Marshall’s “Past Times” 
oil on canvas, purchased for the South 
Building in 1997 for $25,000, was loaned 
to the Museum of Contemporary Art for a 
touring exhibit in 2018 and was later sold at 
auction for $21.2 milliion at Sotheby’s New 
York — purchased by none other than Sean 
“Diddy” Combs.

Afterwards, we went to Ming Hin 
in neighboring Chinatown Square for 
dinner — where George Berlin ordered 
for everyone from better half Marie’s 
recommendations. Everyone left stuffed 
and happy.
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Walking McCormick Place Is An Art
by Brent Brotine 
photos by Ron Gould, Cindy McEwen
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president’s 
letter

by Linda Levy and 
George Berlin

Linda – president
I am immersed in art and 
with artists regularly, 
professionally and 
personally. But it has been a 
long, long time since I have 
made art.

When George Berlin 
reached out and asked 
if I wanted to make art 
with him some weekend, 
I thought, Oh Yes … but 
whatever does that even 
look like? He assured 
me that he would bring 
everything we’d need, so 
we made a date.

True to his word, he 
arrived with pre-cut panel 
portions for the makings of 
a little lamp based on the 
Tree of Light, plus markers and glittered paper and textures and 
fasteners of all kinds.

It was so much fun to make art with George.

Sometimes we’d be quiet, sometimes we’d discuss what we 
were making, or any of a thousand other things. I think I’d forgotten 
how succinctly art can invade all the stuck pockets of our daily lives. 
I’d certainly forgotten how making art with another person can 
be such a fulfilling way to evolve a project.  I’d work on a few light 
panels; he’d work on a few light panels, and then we would put them 
together. The result is different than either one of us could have 
made on our own, but it needed the input from both of us.

Sometimes the art making is also solitary. He was on one side of 
the table, and I was on the other side of the table and we each had 
large paper in front of us.

When I have a large blank piece of paper in front of me, I tend to 
draw birds and plants, and winged horses and one particular face. I 
wonder who she is, I believe she is kind.

Art connects us in so many ways, for which I am grateful. As the 
days become shorter and darker, I plan to keep markers and textured 
paper at the ready. You never know when you’ll need to distract 
yourself from some thorny problem and need to become unstuck. 
Making art and enjoying art is a great way to navigate all seasons.

George – vice 
president
In the past few weeks, 
I’ve enjoyed several ‘art’ 
experiences — making 
art with our Prez Linda, 
partaking in the C3 
Art Walk at McCormick 
Place, and working on 
a pitch for yet another 
international projection 
epic with my writer. 

And they’ve all 
joyfully brought people 
together — connecting, 
sharing ideas, being 
muses for each other, 
and just being free to 
be who we are because 
of art. 

Making art with 
others is the MOST relaxed I can possibly be — we just sit down 
with some paints and paper and, well, make whatever we want 
without a care in the world! Maybe I’m never worried about ‘what 
to make’ because I’m good at art — or maybe I’m good at art 
BECAUSE I don’t worry about what to make? We may never know. 

Art, for me, is always something to enjoy with others. What 
good is an art walk if you can’t talk about it afterwards? I create 
with lots of my artists friends- producers, writers, painters at ‘art 
parties’ or just Sunday get-togethers. What we always remember is 
the fun we had doing it. 

Creating with someone is a way to see who they are. What do 
you make when you can make ANYTHING? Where’s the first place 
your mind goes? If I’m out of ideas, I’ll always draw elephants in top 
hats. Or maybe really dumb fish. Depends on the day! 

Over the last year, we’ve been disconnected, broken, lost, 
without hope. Art has saved use — making it together, enjoying it 
with others, or just finding new artists to enjoy in our jam-jams on 
the couch. Art is just a way to pour your soul into a thing and pass 
it on to someone else to share.

What do you want to share with the world? 

Making and Enjoying Art
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U P CO M I N G  P R O G R A M S 

Rolling into 2022!
by George Berlin

Well, hey, we had a few minutes of getting 
together in-person there for a while!

And we’re all looking ahead to many more in 
the coming year. So, we’ve got a whole mess of 
great programs coming up to have you looking 
and feeling good and trying out new things in a 
new year. 

The holiday party, as always, was an absolute hoot! Great and/
or crappy gifts flying left and right, guzzling down hot cocoa and 
kicking butts at trivia! More of THAT next year, please.

Then, we’re sliding into 2022 looking at reinventing the world. 
Cause this one has been a little funky, to be honest. We got 
programs on making amazing things across disciplines — with one 
on working together and one on jumping out of our comfort zone. 

This spring, we’ll be talking about how we make incredible 
magic with creatives in other fields — writing music for film, 
photographers and stylists making each other look good, mashing 
up words and pictures, creating movement from color, and all the 
other ways we can work together! 

And ANOTHER program where we all swap hats — artists 
BECOMING musicians, painters learning to dance, writers taking 
photos, bakers learning to write and more. While hats are not 
actually required, bravery to try new things in front of lots of 
people and be silly is. Although funny hats are always welcome.

And speaking of your image, how do you feel about that body 
of yours? COVID-19 had you packing on a few pounds? Maybe you 
got into running last year and it’s a whole new bod? Join us for a 
look at how we present ourselves, the best ways to look your best, 
and accepting who we are on the outside too. 

It’s going to be a heck of a year ahead, let’s get ready for it  
with C3!

The C3 Mission 
Chicago Creative 

Coalition brings 

creatives together  

to collaborate, 

network and learn at amazing 

monthly programs.

Connect with C3 online
 facebook.com/C3chicagoconnect

 c3chicagocreative

 linkedin.com/groups/1895594
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Programs George Berlin, Chair
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Digital Media Jason Feinberg
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We have several open positions 
and can always use volunteers for 
programs and special events. If  
you are interested in joining the  
board or getting involved, please 
contact Linda Levy at  
linda.levy@workbook.com.

C3 Board meetings are open to all. 
They’re held the first Tuesday of the 
month from September–May at 
6:30 p.m. Join us. 
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that this newsletter does not return 
unsolicited materials. The views and 
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are those of the author(s), not those of 
Chicago Creative Coalition.
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F R O M  T H E  B OA R D

Member Art Show: Creative Health 
& Wholeness   by Michael Tanimura

Art, in a view held by Leo Tolstoy and many others, is the 
communication of “feelings”. Externalizing them allows us to 
contemplate these feelings, instead of just reacting to them as 
we do in normal experience, Edward Bullough held. To many 
creatives, it’s neither the product produced or others’ (or our own) 
experiences of it that are important — it is the making of it that 
gives joy, release, freedom to the creator.

Whatever your view, the past two years have given us fodder 
for thought and action (or inaction, for many) as we have tried in 
our own ways to navigate COVID-19. Our singular and uniquely 
personal reactions have been made under the same external 
pressure of a pandemic — by definition, something that affects 
(infects) us all.

C3’s programs this year are aimed to help us not just cope 
with life in this pandemic, but to maintain our creative spirit and 
strength so we can continue to function well for ourselves, our 
clients, and our connected others. What better way to show how 
we are dealing with this new normal than by having an exhibition!

On May 27–29, 2022, C3 members will exhibit artwork on the 
theme of Creative Health & Wholeness. Some work will be about 
how the process of art-making was in itself health-making; others 
their externalized and physically manifested reaction to COVID-
19; but all will be on view for us to use as points of reflection and 
amazement as to what these past few years have meant to each  
of us.

Watch your emails for further details on exhibiting and 
attending the exhibition. ’Til then, stay well.

What do you want from your  
Chicago Creative Coalition? 

Submit program ideas to tinyurl.com/Tell-C3 

3



H E A LT H  & W H O L E N E S S  S E R I E S

Ron Shereys Meditation
by Brent Brotine, images by Cindy McEwen, Mike Tanimura

S P E C I A L  E V E N T

Going … Going … Sold For Kathleen 
by Brent Brotine  
photos by Warren Perlstein and Kaitlyn Keely

Our one-week auction of artwork, services 
and more to raise funds for Kathleen 
Kearns’ cancer battle came to a very 
successful close on September 30th with a 
live streaming broadcast on the C3 website. 
The closing party was held at The Cabin in 
Old Irving Park, where 25 C3ers and guests 
came to socialize with a free drink from the 
bar and cheer on the live bidding activity.

In other ways to live with COVID-19 
with less stress and anxiety, many 
are turning to an ancient technique 
for deepening the mind-body 
connection: Zen Meditation. 
Combined with breath work, the 
discipline is known for improving 
mental clarity and helping develop 
Hara(center), Kokyu (breath) and 
Kiai (vital energy).

To lead us through the basics, 
C3 was delighted to spend the 
hour online with Ron Shereyk, an 
instructor, practitioner and student 
of mind-body disciplines, including 
Zen Meditation, the Integral 

Bodywork® System, Aikido, TRE™, and Yoga for over 25 years.  Ron 
has a full-time professional practice in Chicago and also teaches at 
the Japanese Cultural Center.

Ron led us through a group of exercises that brought us closer 
to the ideal state one can achieve. We began by trying to stop 
thinking for as long as we could, letting thoughts go by in our mind 
as clouds move through the sky. The idea is to allow thoughts to 
come at will but let them pass: some are distractions not worthy of 
taking action.

Next, we combined this feeling with body work. Ron asked us to 
sit in a chair, slowly settle down, and reach a comfortable position 
that lets the body align with gravity. We were asked to breathe 
deeply into our lower body, have outstretched arms, lengthen our 
exhale, and keep at it for ten minutes. Most of us felt more relaxed, 
with thoughts not coming at us as rapid-fire as before.

For our last series, we stood up, removed our shoes, and 
focused on anchoring our bodies while pushing down our breaths 
as we exhaled. This showed us how further practice can lead to 
an ability to quickly relax our bodies with an overall feeling of 
being completely grounded. More information on Ron’s training 
programs is online at www.innerdiscovery.services

Our emcee and auctioneer was Brent 
Rolland of Fig Media, who masterfully kept 
everyone entertained. He interviewed 
Kathleen and daughter/C3er Kaitlyn Keely, 
plus artists George Berlin, Warren Perlstein, 
Cindy McEwen, and Erin McNamara 
representing her late father Raymond 
McNamara. We also ran pre-recorded video 
messages that members and friends had 
posted for Kathleen.

After the exciting half-hour close, with its 
big countdown and last-second high bids, 
our attendees stayed for the after party 
including pizza and dessert. In all, the auction 
raised over $10,000 on Kathleen’s behalf, 
through 46 item donors (15 C3 members, 
6 alumni and 25 non-members) and 70 
bidders (15 C3 members, 4 alumni and 51 
non-members). What’s more, Kathleen’s 
GoFundMe remains active and has raised 

over $8,500 so far on its way to an $18,000 
goal. 

Our thanks to the auction committee: 
George Berlin (who ran our live feed and 
sound), Michael Tanimura (our keeper of 
the bids), Jeff London (our stage manager 
for on-screen items), plus Alicia Dale, Emma 
Jane Caldwell and Jo McEntee. To Harry 
at The Cabin for taking such good care of us. 
And to everyone who helped us get the word 
out through social media and emails to make 
the evening such a success.

4



As part of our health and wholeness 
programming, C3 co-sponsored a 1 hour 
webinar with APA Chicago on September 
21. The timely focus for both C3 members 
and APA photographers was mental health 
self-care during the challenges posted by 
COVID-19.

Our webinar leader was Kasey Franco, 
the Director of Training and Education 
for NAMI Chicago, the city chapter of the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness. Kasey 
earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal 
Justice from Northern Arizona University, 
and her Master’s Degree in Forensic 
Psychology from the Chicago School of 
Professional Psychology. She oversees 
and executes mental health training and 

education programming, and collaborates 
with local organizations , first responder 
agencies and workplaces. Kasey led us 
through self-care strategies we all could 
use to overcome the trauma of the present 
pandemic and reestablish community, 
including:

Giving ourselves a judgement-free 
zone. It’s okay to sleep longer than usual; 
rest is restorative, our bodies need it, and 
we don’t have to begin life-changing 
projects during these times. Eating more 
than usual, that’s okay too. Treating 
ourselves like the fragile human beings 
we are during difficult moments will let us 

maintain the wellness and clarity we need.
Practicing gratitude. Take a few 

minutes every day to write down one or 
more things you’re grateful for. Train your 
brains to look for the best things in every 
situation. Over time we know that writing 
in a gratitude journal brings on long-term 
physical and mental health benefits and 
leads to positive changes in brain structure.

Finding time for play. This increases 
our brain’s capability to overcome  
 

emotional difficulties, because the parts of 
our brain connected to play are the same 
parts associated with creative problem 
solving. So it’s good to get back in touch 
with activities you think you rarely have 
time for, or to take up something new. 
Better yet, this can get you outside and get 
your heart pumping so you also receive the 
benefit of endorphins to keep your heart 
strong. More information is available at 
namichicago.org.

H E A LT H  & W H O L E N E S S  S E R I E S

Kasey Franco: Mental Health      
by Brent Brotine, images by Kaitlyn Keeley, Cindy McEwen

FPO
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portfolio  
profile

Kaitlyn Keely 
773.480.3789
https://keelycreative. 
   myportfolio.com/home

1 All Smiles

2  Emerson

3  IL Show Horse 2021 

4  Mom

Kaitlyn Keely

2

3 4

1

I’ve combined my love for photography and my love of drawing to create an Andy 
Warhol inspired artworks. I was also in 1cancer patient this past year where I got to 
show two of my art works, Mom and All Smiles.
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member 
news

Ayla and husband partner Joe 
developed a Facebook Live 
BeadTV series for online sales 
and invited Cindy to sell her 
work on one of their live shows. 
Cindy was a little skeptical 
as her one-of-a-kind work is 
quite different from what Ayla 
usually sells, but decided to 
go for it. Cindy and Ayla were 
shocked that the show was so 
successful that she sold more 
in a couple hours than in many 
beads shows over several days. 
Watch BeadTV at facebook.com/
aylasoriginals. 

5 Victor Powell was honored 
to be the photographer for 
this year’s Chicago United 50 
Leaders of Color publication. 
The shoots took place in 
July and Aug 2021, and the 
honoree was feted at an event 
November 18th at the Chicago 
Hilton and Towers. Victor’s sons 
Elliot and Even, both talented 
creatives in their own right, 
assisted him on the shoots. 
the sprawling farmers market 
in Madison. It was a great way 
to enjoy nature and spark the 
creative spirit.

didn’t like being asked to 
apologize, so she reported 
Barb as a “security risk.” The 
producers thought it would be 
amusing TV for Barb to walk on 
stage with the tiny suitcase! 

2 George Berlin joined his 
whole family to celebrate 
the U.S. Air Force Academy 
re-naming ceremony of 
the Phyllis Pelky Language 
Learning Center  in honor of 
his sister, a beloved German 
teacher lost in Afghanistan in 
2015. While they were there, 
they all drove these cool 
3-wheeled motorcycles in the 
mountains of Colorado Springs.

4 COVID-19 quarantine has 
limited a lot of Cindy McEwen’s 
usual venues for selling her 
lampwork glass beads and 
jewelry. The same was true for 
Ayla’s Originals Bead, Jewelry 
and Gift Boutique in Evanston. 

1 On Halloween, T. J. and 
Claudia Hine (with the help 
of C3 members Carolyn 
Aronson, Kathleen Kearns, 
Kaitlyn Keely, and Laura 
Marie Sanchez) passed out 
treat bags to 1,004 princesses, 
superheroes, dinosaurs, and 
assorted monsters. It was a 
record turnout in their Old 
Irving Park location. As is their 
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6 Robert Potter III is having 
way too much fun with 
work: location scouting via 
bicycle, making images in 
the new REP3 photo studio 
in Skokie, and conducting 
private photography and Mac 
computer lessons via Zoom 
and in person. Check out what 
else he’s up to at p-sop.com. 

7 Linda Levy was delighted 
to return to attending live 
performances in October. She 
enjoyed two events at the 
Chicago Theatre where the 
frescoes are extraordinary, as 
is every surface in that theater. 
She enjoyed the band Pink 
Martini from Portland whose 
music fuses traditional, pop, 
Latin and jazz, and musician 
and performer Randy Rainbow 
whose video parodies translate 
quite well into live theater. 

tradition, the Hines served 
pizza and champagne to the 
helpers, but there was no 
candy left over for dessert.

2 Barbara and Brent Brotine 
were live in-person guests 
on the “Flightmares” episode 
of Dr. Phil, featuring multiple 
segments with Dr. Phil talking 
with passengers who were 
unceremoniously tossed off of 
airplanes. They recounted their 
experience on JetBlue when 
a flight attendant chewed out 
Barb in front of everyone as 
she tried to bring her small 
underseat bag aboard, which 
was wrongly viewed as a full-
size carry-on. The attendant 

New Member

Lucia Calderon Arrieta
lca.studiodiario@gmail.com
251.404.5314
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747 W. Brompton, Apt 2 • Chicago, IL 60657

creative’s 
corner

Name: Cynthia McEwen
Company: McEwen Design
Occupation: Creative Director, 
Graphic Designer, Glass Bead 
Artist, Dental Office Manager
Current Project: getting online 
sales up for my beads and jewelry
Dream Project:  none anymore, 
just let me be free of assignments
Family/Kids/Pets: transitioning 
family status, fish and snails
Hobbies/Interests: gardening, all 
things art
Three Words that Best Describe 
Me: loyal, dependable, goofball

C3 Talks with Cindy McEwen
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Programs and seminars for personal and 
professional development
For-members-only workshops that spark new 
ideas and promote networking
Member exhibitions that generate awareness, 
commissions and sales
C3 website showcase that has search engine 
preference and directs traffic to your own site
Social events and outings that strengthen 
Chicago’s creative community
Publicity opportunities through the newsletter, 
website and e-list

Committee and Board appointments that build 
leadership skills 
Free member classifieds plus discounts on 
newsletter display ads 
Quarterly newsletter featuring member success 
stories and event recaps
Mentoring opportunities such as internships and 
special events 
Private e-list where members exchange ideas 
and provide assistance

Gadget I Can’t Live Without: 
wine opener, tv remote, Apple TV
Favorite Movies: The Thomas 
Crown Affair (Pierce Brosnan 
& Rene Russo), ET (still makes 
me cry), Miracle on 34th Street  
(Edmund Gwenn & Natalie Wood)
Favorite CDs/Recording Artists: 
Il Vollo, Spamalot the Musical 
Broadway soundtrack, Sinatra at 
the Sands 
Book I’m Reading Right Now: 
Of Women and Salt (Book Club 
for Badass Women selection) but 
usually anything by Steven King

Favorite Web Site: Facebook as 
disappointing as that sounds
I’d Give Anything to Meet: 
Michelle Obama, Robin Williams, 
Katherine Hepburn
Prized Possession: my mother’s 
and grandmother’s wedding 
rings, which were stolen when 
our condo was broken into
My Inspiration Comes From: 
color, pattern, light, other art
Favorite Food: crab, cheese, 
mushrooms
Favorite TV Show: The Dick Van 
Dyke Show, Chicago Med/Fire/PD

C3 Membership BenefitsLIKE WHAT YOU SEE?

INK Printed digitally on  
Xerox 700.

PAPER This newsletter is 
printed on Classic Crest  
70# text.

PROCESS The digital press 
uses waste-free toner and no 
fuser oil. The process is 100% 
chemical free. 

Printed courtesy of  
Consolidated Printing.

Favorite Radio Station(s)/Air 
Personalities: used to be Eric 
Ferguson on WTMX but no more
Places I’ve Traveled: 47 of 50 
states before I was out of high 
school (still need Utah and 
Alaska), Italy, Amsterdam, London, 
Paris
Three Things in my Medicine 
Cabinet: arthritis meds, many 
face/skin potions, night guard 
Favorite Way to Chill Out: 
bourbon, Candy Crush Saga
If I Won the Lottery, I’d: retire, 
travel, donate, make art


