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While last year’s virtual edition of our 
annual Program Planning BBQ was 
productive in its own right, it really couldn’t 
compete with the rays from the sun, 
sounds in the air, and aromas off the grill 
that make this event such a treat when it’s 
held in person. And this summer we were 
all able to return to our long–standing 
tradition of providing great food for 
thought in exchange for great program 
ideas.

On Saturday 
July 23rd, 
sixteen C3 
members and 
friends met in 
the cheerful 
Chicago 
backyard of 
our hosts 
George and 
Cathy Obregon 
 — George 

Berlin’s sister and brother-in-law — who 
merit our really big thanks! Everyone 
brought a dish or accompaniment to share, 
and C3 provided the burgers, brats and 

more for the grill along with 
the beverages. After we all had 
our plates filled, we sat in our 
usual large circle of chairs and 
discussed ideas that meshed 
with our program themes for 
2022–23, Re-Emerge, Re-Imagine 
and Re-Create.

By the end of the afternoon we had 
generated a very long list of ideas, some 
very practical, some way out there such 
as creating images with old Polaroid 
cameras, writing about ourselves under 
hypnosis, and Bollywood-style group 
dancing around a fire pit. Linda Levy will 
share some of the ideas we wound up 
adopting in her column, but we were most 
appreciative of all contributions — and 
they’ve all been formally recorded for 
posterity.

Perhaps our most prolific contributor of 
the afternoon was Alicia Dale, who came 
well-prepared with her own written list of 
excellent possibilities. We’ve always known 
Alicia to go beyond what’s expected, 
from having served on the C3 Board to 
shepherding many programs and meetups 

over the years. So 
that’s why — to 
her surprise — the 
C3 Board was 
unanimous in 
naming Alicia our 
2022 Friend of C3: 
the person making 
the most impact in 

supporting our mission this past year. “I’m 
so filled with joy!” was Alicia’s reaction when 
she received her well-deserved award, and 
we’re delighted that she will continue to 
contribute this new program year.
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Our Program Planning BBQ 
by Brent Brotine 
photos by Cindy McEwen and Kaitlyn Keely

J U LY  P R O G R A M

Did you know? 
The C3 e-list has moved to  

C3list@gaggle.email. 
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The C3 Mission 
Chicago Creative 

Coalition brings 

creatives together  

to collaborate, 

network and learn at amazing 

monthly programs.

Connect with C3 online
 facebook.com/C3chicagoconnect
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 linkedin.com/groups/1895594
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Board of Directors 
2022–2023 
Officers

President George Berlin 
Vice President Open
Secretary Michael Tanimura
Treasurer Carolyn Aronson

Directors

Programs Linda Levy, Chair
Development Kathleen Kearns, Chair
Communications Cindy McEwen, Chair

Newsletter Brent Brotine
Digital Media Jason Feinberg
New Media Kaitlyn Keely  
Website, PR, Marketing Open

We have several open positions 
and can always use volunteers for 
programs and special events. If  
you are interested in joining the  
board or getting involved, please 
contact George Berlin at  
george@georgeberlin.com.

C3 Board meetings are open to all. 
They’re held the first Tuesday of the 
month from September–June at 
6:30 p.m. Join us. 

C3 Newsletter
Printing Marilyn Jones,  
Consolidated Printing
Newsletter Staff Brent Brotine,  
Cindy McEwen

We welcome editorial submissions 
(including opinion pieces) that may be 
of interest to our readers. E-mail your 
articles or ideas to Brent Brotine at 
brent@brotine.com. Please note that 
we reserve the right to edit or reject 
any articles submitted to C3. Note 
that this newsletter does not return 
unsolicited materials. The views and 
opinions expressed in this newsletter 
are those of the author(s), not those of 
Chicago Creative Coalition.

Chicago Creative Coalition

c/o Carolyn Aronson
747 W. Brompton, Apt 2
Chicago, IL 60657
e-mail: C3@ChicagoCreative.org
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U P CO M I N G  P R O G R A M S 

Drilling Down on 
Programming Ideas  
is Fun by Linda Levy

We have had a marvelous time planning 
new programming for the 2022/2023 C3 
season. We are focusing on Re-Emerge, 
Re-Imagine, Re-Create in all aspects of our 
well-being.

The kick-off in September explored our 
own individual super powers. In October 
we visited with fantastical creatures at 
Cantigny Park. A secondary program theme 
is also emerging in the form of Making 
Art. We are planning a fantastic November 
session of Weirdos Making Art Together, 
communal, sequential art-making.

We plan to explore how to be more 
productive in both time and space. It is so 
important to like the environment in which 
we work/create, and to like our outward 
appearances.

Early in 2023, we will focus on Dressing 
Up our Alter Ego, plus writing a creative 
plan. In May, we explore Presenting the New 
You, in conjunction with a professional 
photographer shooting free digital head 
shots for use on social media.

We want to make art about what we have 
lost, and also celebrate the goodness we 
have gained, during the pandemic. This may 
take the form of dancing, singing, and magic, 
while messing with our minds and hands.

Stay tuned for information on Micro 
Meetups throughout the year. As always, 
please let us know if there is a specific topic 
that you want us to pull out of a bucket, 
dance with and create a program around. 

F R O M  T H E  B OA R D

Evolution: As Important in Organizations as 
in Species (But Hopefully Takes Less Time) 
by Michael Tanimura

While I don’t believe I’ve ever actually used the word “whipper-snapper” to refer to 
anyone before, just the fact that in my mind I can hear Grandpa Amos saying it from 
“The Real McCoys” puts me in a certain age group: old. While not exactly young, the 
whipper-snapper in question — our new C3 president George Berlin — is our first non-
Boomer chief executive. Makes me want to say “Hallelujah!”

For the 22 years of Women in Design/Chicago, and the ensuing and continuing 23 
years doing business as Chicago Creative Coalition, Boomers have led the way. Makes 
sense, as the challenges were generational in nature. First with WID it was the glass 
ceiling for women in the design field; then with C3 it was maintaining excellence in our 
communication arts fields as the tools we’d learned on and used for years morphed 
into just one: a computer. 

The new age brings new challenges for anyone seeking to work (and play) 
creatively. George, a man/child if there ever was one, seems to be able to maintain his 
whimsey whether it’s in acrylic on canvas, pixels on monitor, or light on big buildings. 
As a typical GenXer, he is resourceful, independent, and fierce in maintaining an 
agreeable work-life balance.

Us Boomers hope George will surround himself with like-minded Xers and 
Millennials to help C3 remain relevant and important in the creative lives of 
Chicagoans. This year’s programs, under the banner of Re-emerge, Re-imagine, 
Re-create, will hopefully attract creatives interested in becoming involved in something 
greater than themselves and their work (a Millennial trait).

Everything — even non-profits — must evolve or die. Here’s to George and a bright 
future for C3!

Again this year, our August 2 Board of 
Directors meeting did double-duty as a 
program planning session over dinner 
at the River North skyline apartment of 
Linda Levy and husband/caterer Yervant 
Chalkagian. It was caterer’s night out for 
a change, but Linda’s dialing fingers were 
ready to order in Chinese that everyone 
enjoyed. Major thanks to Linda and Yervant 
for their always first-class hospitality.

Coda At The Chalkagians
by Brent Brotine

One Company Limitless Solutions

Consolidated has been proudly 

donating the production 

of this newsletter since 2006.

Local Commercial Printer Digital, Wide Format & Offset

Customized Mailing Options Branded Promotional Items

Design Services Full Service Bindery Department 

Contact Us Today
1715 Elmhurst Road

Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
773.631.2800

www.consolidatedprinting.net
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H E A LT H  & W H O L E N E S S  S E R I E S — C R E AT I V E  C R O S S -T R A I N I N G

S U M M E R  O U T I N G

Annual Meeting Goes Round The River
by Brent Brotine, photos by Cindy McEwen and Kaitlyn Keely

The weather was perfect on Saturday June 
18th for boating, so that’s exactly what 
fifteen C3 members and guests did — with 
a twist. We gathered at the Chicago 
Electric Boat Company dock at Rockwell 

On The River, where we split into groups 
and boarded two of their electric eight 
passenger Donut Boats for a relaxing ride 
up the Chicago River north branch.  
Of course, we brought plenty of snacks  
and liquid refreshments on board for the 
hour cruise.

Or at least that was the plan. Boat one 
was ably captained by new member (and 
experienced boater) Drew Endicott. 
Boat two was under the direction of 
person-who-most-closely-listened-to-
the-instructions Linda Levy — who ably 
navigated her group north to Irving Park 
where our watches said it was time to turn 
back. Which we did, a little too close to 
the river’s edge, and — crunch. The boat’s 
plastic propeller tangled in the vegetation, 
broke, and left us stranded.

But not to worry; Chicago Electric Boat 
sent a rescue craft to rope-tow everyone 
back, where we were told that this was an 

all-to-common occurrence 
and nothing we had to pay 
damages for. After a sign 
of relief, we unloaded both 
boats and made our way 
to Rockwell On The River’s 
outdoor amphitheater to 
hold our annual meeting.

With no additions or 
amendments from the 

members present, our 2022–23 slate of 
Officers and Directors was unanimously 
approved. As our new President,  
George Berlin had some 
welcome remarks to the group; 
he said he will aim to have C3 
hold more participatory events, 
and is forever banning the use 

of references to bodily parts — such as 
“creative juices” — in any of our future 
marketing materials.

Jacki Sinclair, Artistic Director of Joel Hall Dancers & Center, and Donny Walker, 
composer, musician, and producer, engaged participants in their creative 
process. Jacki led us through some meditation and movements, emphasizing 
that for her, emotions = movement, and movements = emotions. Donny talked 
about how he creates complex musical structures, and showed how he used 
graphics to visualize them.
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H E A LT H  & W H O L E N E S S  S E R I E S

Surviving the Pandemic Creatively
by Claudia Hine, photos by Kaitlyn Keely and T. J. Hine

What do creative people do during pandemic-inducing lockdowns? 
Why, they create, of course. C3 members had an opportunity to 
display artwork they produced during these long COVID years in a 
show at the DANK Haus German American Cultural Center, 4740 N. 
Western Ave., over the Memorial Day weekend in Chicago. Visitors 
were greeted with a collection of work by eight members that was 
diverse, often introspective, and sometimes quite poignant.

While cleaning out 
his office, Stephen 
Starr rediscovered long-
discarded graphic design 
tools. “As I examined the 
beauty of these tools,” 
Stephen said, “I decided 
to pay homage to them by 

placing them in a collage.” That led to further pieces with wood, 
screws, rocks, and shells, plus driftwood and stones found on the 
beach.

Michael Tanimura began walking in 
Graceland Cemetery every morning, finding 
joy in being with his granddaughter. “It is 
tranquil and uncrowded,” Michael said, 
“and I am surrounded by art,  architecture, 
and nature.” His colorful 3D photos of the   
cemetery range from headstones to crows      
in a bare tree to a lone wolf.

Carolyn Aronson used her down time to 
take classes at Lillstreet Art Center on dyeing 
and Shibori, Japanese folding techniques, 
which she used to produce scarfs, t-shirts, and 
pillows. Says Carolyn, “I like to have a project 
going, something I can think about solving 
when I’m trying to get to sleep.”

Kaitlyn Keely notes, “I wanted to create 
something bright and cheerful because so 
much during this pandemic has been scary.” 
Her two self-portraits included one following 
her brain surgery and another on an empty CTA train. She also 

showed a portrait of her mother, 
Kathleen Kearns, who is facing her 
own health challenges.

Decorative painter, Paul 
Minnihan found himself busier than 
ever during the pandemic, and has 
focused on watercolor paintings. 
“It’s a medium that requires quick 
thinking and doesn’t allow me to 
overwork things,” he says. Even so, he 

captures expressions on 
the faces of his subjects 
that could not be 
overlooked.

Mary Wagner's 
intricate line drawings provided her an escape from the COVID 
world — making it "magically disappear" while lost in drawing. 
One of the drawings shown, Portrait of Hazel, celebrates the life 
of her mother, who died alone during COVID "I found solace in 
drawing this work at a time when gathering to celebrate her life 
wasn't possible," Mary said. She also showed paintings, a new body 
of work which incorporates quick, colorful, fluid paint washes in 
contrast with her intensely detailed drawings.

Finding himself in Michoacán, Mexico as the lockdown began, 
Robert Erving Potter III photographed Monarch butterflies 
clinging to Oyamel fir trees at Santuario de la Mariposa Monarca 
where the  species overwinters. His triptych portraits of blue-collar 

workers represent who America's “essential 
workers”  really are.  

T. J. Hine continued his education at the 
Chicago Mosaic School to work on stone-
cutting techniques for making jewelry. 
“Working with natural materials gives me 
peace of mind and a sense of calm,” he 
said. Long hours in his basement workshop 
making picture frames from reclaimed 
wood brought a sense of satisfaction.

Finding life during the pandemic 
often frantic, chaotic, and exhausting, 3D 
digital artist George Berlin discovered 
that cutting, scoring, curving, and layering 
paper was a relaxing experience. “Limiting 
myself to the simplicity of just a sheet of 
paper was a great way to refocus and dive 

into a new medium,” 
George said.

Of course, it 
wouldn’t have been 
a pandemic show 
without some irony. 
Glass beadmaker 
Cynthia McEwen 
found that working with the molten glass helped her deal with the 
stress of the unknown, but she was unable to participate in the 
show as she contracted COVID right before the holiday weekend. 
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Drew Endicott

Drew Endicott 
342 Ridge Ave, Evanston, IL 60202
317.507.7085
drewendicott@mac.com
drewendicott.com

I have always been fascinated by people! Culture, Diversity, 
Identity, etc. Perhaps this comes from growing up in a small farm 
town in Indiana. Though small, eccentricities were abound.

1 A Good Woman  Over 4 years I photographed in the NYC 
subway on Halloween.

2 Final Voyage  This image was created in memory of a friend 
who passed. The miniature canoe was built by his daughter Mab 
Graves. The urn contains his actual ashes. The landscape was shot 
separately. 

3 Hope Through the Dark  This image was created for an 
exhibit, curated by Carolyn Potts for her Hope in Dark Times in 
response to the 2016 election.

4 Mezmerized  A portrait of my grandson in the crate. I 
did a series of portraits in a crate in the early 2000s (The crate 
symbolizing something about the identity of the subject.) I 
photographed his father when he was a film student at The Art 
Institute.

5 Fragrant Rain  This image was made in the studio in 
collaboration with  
Richard Anderson.

1

2

5 4

3
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where salt is dried by the sun 
from water pumped from the 
ground in the high desert. 
All photos were shot with an 
iPhone 13 Pro.

6 Brent Brotine and 
better half Barbara cruised 
the Danube from Budapest 
to Prague in August; a trip 
aboard Avalon’s annual Jewish 
Heritage tour booked four 
years ago but delayed by the 
pandemic. The highlight: 
discovering the Vienna 
apartment building Barb’s 
grandparents owned before 
becoming Holocaust victims.

7 Lucia Calderone-Arrieta 
has been leading garment 
embellishment classes at the 
College of DuPage. She was 
also selected for inclusion 
in Nubes Art Fair at Heaven 
Gallery, Chicago. Before the 

3 Stephen Starr spent two 
weeks in May in the United 
Kingdom with longtime 
friends. They hiked in 
Yorkshire, visited historic 
country homes and toured the 
ruins of abbeys dismantled by 
Henry VIII. Stephen continued 
to London and met many of 
the meditators he has been 
Zooming with during the 
pandemic.

4 The last Sunday in July in 
Chicago was a spectacularly 
sunny day. Linda Levy and 
husband Yervant took portable 

chairs and sunscreen and 
books to Olive Park for several 
perfect afternoon hours. 
The views of the city, over 
the water, through the trees, 
are always nourishing and 
amazing.

5 Robert Potter III went to 
Oaxaca, Mexico in July to help 
one of his students photograph 
an organized tour. Sites 
included this 6,000+ year-old 
elephant foot tree and an area 

1 Carolyn Aronson 
participated in the Irving 
Park Garden Club Walk as an 
artist in one of the gardens. 
Unfortunately there was rain 
but that did not hurt her 
t-shirts, as they had already 
spent a lot of time in water.

2 A 2-person showing of 
works by Carolyn Potts and 
Drew Endicott is on exhibit 
through the end of October 
at Creative Coworking gallery 
in Evanston at 922 Davis. 
They both spoke about their 
photography concepts at a 
special Artists Talk event on 
October 1st.

Also throughout October, 
additional photography by 
Carolyn Potts and Drew 
Endicott is on exhibit at 
the Evanston Made pop-up 
gallery, located at the former 
Lapin Computers store at 832 
Dempster. The show features 
over 20 photographers.

end of summer, her goal is to 
get back to the lake and eat 
more Italian Ice! 

8 George Berlin premiered 
his latest projection epic Eco-
nnections: Dreams at Night 
Lights Denver, showing 12 
stories high on the Daniels & 
Fisher building downtown. 
He will continue telling 
ecologically-themed stories 
later this year in Saudi Arabia 
and at BLINK Cincinnati, the 
largest light festival in the U.S.

New Members

Pat Byrnes
The Drawing Board
Cartoonist
pat@patbyrnes.com
773.472.3649

Drew Endicott
Drew Endicott Photography
drewendicott@mac.com
317.507.7085
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creative’s 
corner

Name: Jason Feinberg
Company: JCC Chicago
Occupation: Manager, Digital 
Platforms
Family/Kids/Pets: Married to 
Querube (she’s from Panamá). We 
have a cat named The Smokey™ 
and a dog named Penny.
Three Words that Best Describe 
Me: Quiet, Funny, Smart
Gadget I Can’t Live Without: 
iPhone, of course!
Favorite Movies: Too many to 
mention. It used to be The Empire 
Strikes Back, but I’ve moved on. :-)

C3 Talks with Jason Feinberg
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Favorite CDs/Recording Artists: 
Lately I’ve been into Phish. Is that 
bad?
Book I’m Reading Right Now: 
Dune (for the 2nd time)
Favorite Web Site: jccchicago.org
Favorite Food: It depends on the 
time of year, but I can never say 
no to mint chip ice cream.
Favorite Restaurant: Kie Gol 
Lanee in Uptown. I’ve moved 
away, but it’s a great Mexican 
restaurant.

Favorite TV Show: Of all time? 
Star Trek: The Next Generation
Places I’ve Traveled: Panamá, 
Madrid, Barcelona, Mallorca, 
Medellín and a few places in the 
US too!
The One Thing Nobody Knows 
About Me: If I told you, I could 
never answer this question again. 
Is this the time to do it? Maybe 
next time.
Three Things in my Medicine 
Cabinet: Band-Aids, Nail Clippers, 
and… medicine.

I Always Find this Funny: Cat 
videos
Favorite Way to Chill Out: 
Laying on the couch watching TV 
or reading too much Reddit.
If I Won the Lottery, I’d: Pay off 
the house, get a new car and take 
it from there!

Programs and seminars for personal and 
professional development
For-members-only workshops that spark new 
ideas and promote networking
Member exhibitions that generate awareness, 
commissions and sales
C3 website showcase that has search engine 
preference and directs traffic to your own site
Social events and outings that strengthen 
Chicago’s creative community
Publicity opportunities through the newsletter, 
website and e-list

Committee and Board appointments that build 
leadership skills 
Free member classifieds plus discounts on 
newsletter display ads 
Quarterly newsletter featuring member success 
stories and event recaps
Mentoring opportunities such as internships and 
special events 
Private e-list where members exchange ideas 
and provide assistance
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